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The above pictures are a classic example of how things can go 

wrong when neighbours fall out and take matters into their own 

hands. This relates to a dispute in Sheffield where one        

neighbour was not happy with the noise of birds in the tree and 

the mess they caused on the driveway. The dispute had been 

dragging on for a year and resulted in the drastic action being 

taken. It is said that the location has become a bit of a ‘tourist 

attraction’ since the dispute was highlighted on the Jeremy Vine 

Show and it hit social media. 

Should have gone to mediation! 

Half a Tree 

 

The phrase Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) could soon  

become just DR, following the Civil Justice Council’s report on 

compulsory alternative dispute resolution which was published 

on 12th July. The report concludes that mandatory (alternative) 

dispute resolution is compatible with Article 6 of the European 

Human Rights Convention and is, therefore, lawful.  

Master of the Rolls, Sir Geoffrey Voss said, “As I have said     

before, ADR should no longer be viewed as “alternative” but as 

an integral part of the dispute resolution process; that process 

should focus on “resolution” rather than “dispute”.               

This report opens the door to a significant shift towards earlier 

resolution. View the report here: https://tinyurl.com/562db65r 
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Solicitors, Irwin Mitchell LLP, recently published a survey on the subject of ADR —

Alternative Dispute Resolution, in the family law arena.  

Here are some of the headline statistics which clearly show the need to promote    

mediation to those who are undergoing divorce and separation. 

> 25% of respondents wished they had got mediation or arbitration instead of taking 

legal action. 

> 39% said they were not aware of ADR at the time of their divorce. 

> 35% were not offered ADR as an alternative! 

>31% thought the divorce might have cost less if they’d been friendlier and 

> 41% wish they had a friendlier relationship with their ex-partner 

When asked about the most challenging part of the divorce - 

>31% said general financial arrangements 

> 27% said cost was a problem and  

> 26% said length of proceedings was a factor. 
 

Our own conclusion  - if you are going through divorce/separation and need to settle 

finances and/or child arrangements, GO TO MEDIATION and give us a call to get a 

great service at highly competitive rates. CALL  -  0300 200 0025 

Family Mediation 
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Jumble Trail  - fears of a wash out at Billingshurst’s first Community Jumble Trail 

were dispelled when the rain clouds stayed away allowing the event to go ahead     

unhindered on 4th July. WSMS had a stall hosted by the crew at Billingshurst Fire  

Station— a prime location for the event which attracted 60 stalls at various addresses 

around the village. Maps with all the locations were made available to download or 

pick up at various locations, including our stall. 

Fundraising took place for a number of charities, including Macmillan Cancer Care, 

Equine Partners CLC, Hannah’s Holiday Homes Appeal, Chestnut Tree House and the 

RNLI. Close to £1,000 was raised in totals with WSMS achieving £100 of that total, 

through the sales of books and other items. Nick, our Co-ordinator ,was joined on our 

stall by Bimal, one of our trustees. It was a great opportunity to engage with the    

public and increase awareness of our service. 

We have sent a letter of thanks to the Crew Manager, Mathew Gravell, at the Fire    

Station, who looked after us very well. They took advantage of the event by hosting 

their own information stall on Fire Safety and did a drive around some of the route in 

their fire tender. 

 

News 
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Training Course — as soon as we can get possible dates from our trainer, we will 

be advertising to recruit new Community Mediators to our service. It is likely to be           

another online course, as things are still quite uncertain around Covid and infection 

levels. 

If you know anyone who you think would make a good mediator and might be          

interested in volunteering with us, do let us know. There have been a number of       

occasions in the past when volunteers/supporters have introduced people to us, who 

have gone on to be successful mediators with us. 

We are probably going to be looking at dates in late September/October. The need is 

increasing, but people’s availability, until the end of summer, might be limited. 

New Mediator — Diana, is about to join our ranks. She was a solicitor until 2015, 

working for a company in Horsham, before leaving to concentrate on her family. She 

has two children aged 5 and 7 years. She trained with Align Mediation and has       

undergone an induction with WSMS. We will be crewing her with more experienced 

mediators to start with and helping her with more practise on Zoom. 

Giveasyoulive — a recent check of our admin page revealed that we have had 25 

people sign up to support us on this fundraising platform, since we started using it. 

Unfortunately only two have been active in 2021, one being Nick, our Co-ordinator, 

who has now clocked up 356 transactions in support of our charity generating close 

to £300. The other is one of our mediators. Very few have been active in the last 2-3 

years. We do give it frequent mentions in our newsletters and it is prominent on our 

website. ‘Every little helps’ is absolutely true. It only requires an extra couple of 

mouse clicks. Sorry to mention the word, but it won’t be too long before Christmas is 

in our thoughts with a huge amount of money being spent shopping for gifts online! 

Face to Face Mediations — we know that many of our mediators are keen to 

get back to face to face mediations. We still remain cautious, despite ‘Freedom Day’ 

having arrived. We will not be conducting home visits for now and only organising 

face to face meetings, where suitable ‘safe’ venues are identified and both mediators 

and clients are comfortable with arrangements.  

Our family mediators have voiced an interest in heading back to our offices for joint 

mediation sessions, as long as clients are ok with not wearing masks, so that        

communication is not stifled.  

Guidelines on resuming face to face contact will be published very shortly.  Stay safe. 

News 
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Free webinar 


