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We are pleased to report that ten    

candidates have now successfully 

completed our Initial Training Course 

for Community Mediators.  

Due to Covid-19, this course was held 

online using the Zoom video           

conferencing platform We used our 

regular trainer, Sandy Horvath, who 

himself was conducting a full training 

course online for the first time. 

The attendees included one of our trustees, Monica and our 

Caseworker, Tina. In addition, two people who live out of    

county, that had previous training, were kind enough to               

volunteer with us for community cases. They were happy to                  

attend our whole course. We can utilise their skills via Zoom 

during the pandemic and hopefully beyond, when face to face 

meetings are not possible. 

Those that completed the whole course will achieve personal 

accreditation through Laser Learning South East, part of the 

Open College Network, in the same way our mediators would 

have done in a classroom environment. 

We hope to get the new recruits active on casework in the very 

near future. We will be looking to our experienced mediators to 

take them under their wings while they gain experience.   

We have carried out an induction session to introduce them to 

our various forms and procedures and we are carrying out     

enhanced DBS checks. 

Additionally, we were joined by three other trained mediators 

who dipped in and out of the course, one being our trustee, Sue 

Davies. The other two, Sally and Serena had approached us 

very close to the start of the course wanting to volunteer for us. 

Sally happened to be a past family friend of Nick, our              

Co-ordinator, who had not been in touch for a few years. 

We hope to introduce some of the Class of 2020 new faces in 

future newsletters and thank them for volunteering with us. 

Class of 2020 
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Virtual Balloon Race - Our Virtual Halloween Balloon Race 

has taken place. The eco-friendly fundraiser set off from      

Dracula's Castle at 9.00am on Halloween. We sold a total of 82 

balloons. This resulted in £225.50 being forwarded to our   

charity. Thanks to all who purchased a balloon or two. None of 

those won the overall race but our mediators, Nick & Ginette 

won our lovely hamper. Out of those supporting WSMS, their 

balloon travelled the furthest. A welcome addition to their 

’larder’ just before Christmas. Here is Nick taking delivery  - - - > 

We are very grateful to our new fundraiser/mediator, Alex, who 

donated many of the goodies that went into the hamper. The empty hamper itself was 

also donated following an appeal on the ‘Nextdoor’ social platform.  

Muscle required —  Our landlords have 

agreed to replace the carpets in our offices.   

However, the deal was that we would facilitate the 

removal of our furniture for the contractors to 

save costs. 

The proposed dates for the work are provisionally 

set for 16th and 17th December, subject to what 

is happening with Covid-19. Nick our Co-ordinator is calling for willing volunteers to 

help out.  

We have plenty of masks, face shields, sanitisers and disinfectant sprays and will be 

making sure the rooms are well ventilated. 

Christmas Office Closure —  we anticipate 

closing shop from end of play on Wednesday 23rd 

December and opening up again for business on 

Monday 4th January 2021.  

Hopefully everyone will have a reasonable        

Christmas this year and be able to join with family 

members, as the Government allows a temporary 

relaxation of the Covid-19 restrictions. No doubt the roads and shops are going to be 

rammed in a frantic attempt to make up for lost time! 

News 
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WSMS has been lucky enough to be chosen as a ‘local cause’ in their Community 

Fundraising Scheme. This continues right through to 23rd October 2021. 

If you are a member of the Co-op, or willing to join up if you do the occasional shop in 

one of their stores, then please do select us as your chosen cause. Follow this link for 

more information: 

https://tinyurl.com/y385ud7m  

You don’t have to be local to us. At the bottom of the web page above there is a 

search box with options on distances from your postcode. You can enter ‘All’ which 

will give national coverage.  

This our specific page: https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/43703 

It was written some months ago. We hope to be able to expand and update the     

content. 

When you buy selected Co-op products and services, 2p for every £1 spent goes into 

your membership account. Co-op split the same between like-minded organisations 

and local causes. 

If a member doesn’t select a cause to support, the Co-op share the funds raised 

equally between the 3 causes in their community. We are one of those 3 in the     

postcode area of our offices. When we last checked we had achieved £7.16, but this 

round of the scheme has only just begun and lasts for a whole year! 

So remember to sign up and whenever you shop at one of the many Co-op stores    

nationwide, use your membership card, key fob card, or app on your phone, when  

you check out. 

Members do get exclusive deals and discounts. 
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Just another reminder!  

With the pandemic closing shops, Black Friday promotions, and the usual online 

Christmas Shopping, there are fantastic opportunities for you to raise vital funds for 

WSMS by using the free fundraising platform—Giveasyoulive.  

Please help —we are already seeing warning signs, in respect of grants from            

traditional funders, that things might be changing due to the pandemic and the      

impact that is having on budgets. That could be very impactive on our charity. 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/wsms 

Black Friday 


