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West Sussex Mediation Service 

External Newsletter 

Horsham District Council have shown 

great initiative in setting up a new       

community lottery to raise additional 

funds to support local charities,           

community and voluntary groups across 

the Horsham District. 

The lottery will be launched to the public in September 2019.  

WSMS have expressed our interest in becoming part of the    

lottery. We will publish more information as it is revealed.   

Needless to say, the more people that engage in the lottery, the 

more that is in the kitty and we would hope that some of our 

supporters would join in. 

As a participating charity we will get our own promotional 

webpage on the dedicated community lottery website. We 

will receive at least 50% of all ticket sales from supporters that 

sign up on our page and there are no charges for this service.  

There will be a chance to win weekly prizes or a jackpot of 

£25,000! 

We are aware that gambling has its dangers and will play our 

part in warning participants and providing information like 

GambleAware, the leading charity in the UK committed to        

reducing gambling-related harms. 

Lottery 

John Lewis 

We recently received the fantastic news 

that we are to benefit to the tune of 

£843 from our inclusion in the John   

Lewis Partnership community token 

scheme from their store in Albion Way, 

Horsham in April. 
 

Our thanks go Declan Frost, Branch Operations at the store and 

all his partners for making this happen. It means that we have 

achieved £1,295, this year alone, through Waitrose/John Lewis. 
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Here’s a feelgood factor story that perfectly 

proves the ‘Magic of Mediation’. It ends 

with a cat being rescued from a tree! 

WSMS recently mediated between two 

neighbours who had fallen out over parking. 

They both attended a joint mediation    

meeting held by two of our skilled volunteer  

mediators (Anne & Liz).  

Agreement was reached and both parties 

reverted back to being on good terms once 

they heard how each of them felt about the situation. As is often the case, it was all 

due to misconceptions about how the other party was feeling, together with someone 

stirring things up between them. All parties even hugged each other at the end. 

A few days later one of our mediator bumped into one of the clients at a supermarket. 

This is what the mediator relayed back to the office: “He was so enthusiastic about 

the mediation session (even although he originally didn’t hold out much hope) and he 

was telling me how everything had changed since then. They’re all talking to each 

other and are positively friendly towards each other. One even went round to borrow a 

ladder from the other party and they all ended up using it together to rescue a cat 

from a tree!” 

What a lovely outcome and happy ending for the neighbours and puss alike. Well 

done to our mediators, also.  

Cat in the Tree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father’s day is on 16th June. Searching for the ideal gift? Don't forget to click via 

@GiveasyouLive to raise free funds for us when you shop online >  

https://tinyurl.com/yafs3tko  
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News 

> The sign is back! - The sign showing all the tenants of Park 

House has returned once more. Planning permission is now in 

place and a position chosen away from the main entrance and 

parking bays for ceremony cars.  It is good to see us feature high 

up on the order — we are normally disadvantaged alphabetically by 

being towards the end of any A-Z list.      

Perhaps we should become AAA Mediation Service!    

We do our best to gives clients detailed directions to our offices 

but they often seem determined to get lost trying to find us!       
 

> Waitrose Community Matters —  we are lucky to feature 

in the Horsham Branch this month (May). Unfortunately we have 

strong company in the Samaritans and Age UK, Horsham District, 

so the more support we can get, the better. Think we are the    

middle tank of the three. Why not grab more than one token if you 

are shopping there this month!   
 

> Video Production — thanks to the Foundation for      

Social Improvement (FSI)  and our contributions to their    

surveys, we have been picked in a draw to be the recipient of 

a 5 minute video production to be created by a professional 

company.  We have yet to decide what the topic should be. If 

you have any ideas, do let Nick know. Perhaps you would be 

willing to the star of the screen. 
 

> Need Helpers! - last month we gave     

mention to the gdb Charity Challenge event 

which is being held on Friday 5th July at Bowles 

Rock, an outdoor events facility over in East   

Sussex. The event is in support of gdb member 

charities, including  WSMS. We really do need to 

be represented there.                   

Unfortunately Nick is on leave at the time,  so can anyone else help out? It will be a 

great day out. Contact Nick for more details. There is still room for more teams to   

enter - more information here:  https://tinyurl.com/y44lb6xr  
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Volunteers’ Week runs from 1st to 7th June this year. It is especially relevant to 

WSMS this year (all will be revealed!). To celebrate all the great work of our various 

volunteers, we have organised an event on the evening of Wednesday 5th June,      

between 7pm & 10pm. Do join us at Ashurst Village Hall in Ashurst to hear all our 

news and enjoy  a drink and buffet. Please RSVP. 

Volunteers’ Week Event 

Gdb Charity Raffle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who wants to buy a raffle ticket? Proceeds support 19 local causes, including WSMS. 

Better still, can you sell a book or two on our behalf? There are some great prizes—

too many to fit on the ticket (see the link for full list). Contact Nick on 01403 258900. 


