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West Sussex Mediation Service 

External Newsletter 

We finished the financial year having managed to, more or      

less, balance the books after a lot of 

hard work. 

The final week of the year proved to 

be very fruitful. In one day alone we 

received four cheques in the post 

from a variety of sources.  

We are very grateful to The Longley 

Trust in Crawley for their grant of 

£600, to the Sussex Community 

Foundation for a grant of £2,000, to 

Irwin Mitchell for their sponsorship to 

the tune of £200 and finally to   

Crawley CVS for payment against our services in relation to the 

‘Young Crawley’ Project. Alongside these cheques we had a  

payment from The Homity Trust. Funding from Southern      

Housing, Optivo Housing and Adur Homes were not received   

until the start of new accounting year. 

Year End  

Charity Challenge Event 

Gatwick Diamond Business (gdb) are again organising a Charity 

Challenge event. WSMS is a paying member of the group and 

one of the recipients of any gdb fundraising.  

The event will take place on Friday 5th July at Bowles Rock - 

https://bowles.rocks/  
It should be a fun packed day. The gdb Charity Raffle will be 

drawn at the event. Tickets go on sale shortly (£1 a ticket). See 

a list of prizes here: http://tinyurl.com/y42lovr4  
 

We need volunteers to represent WSMS at the event as Nick 

will be in the USA to 

attend a family    

wedding. Please 

contact him if you 

can help. 
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News 

> Corporate Support — We have been fortunate enough 

to feature in a number of retail stores recently, thanks to our 

own nominations and those of our supporters. We featured in 

the East Grinstead branch of Waitrose for their Community 

Matters green token scheme during February and achieved 

£208. We are also in the John Lewis store in Albion Way,    

Horsham up to the start of April. Finally, the Waitrose branch in Chichester, recently 

notified us that a cheque will be heading our way to the tune of £239.  
 

> Park House — despite the notified rent increase, the trustees have decided 

that we should stay put in our current offices, as they provide excellent facilities, 

pleasant (well located) surroundings plus a well used meeting room. We are close to 

a main line railway station, bus links, and nearby parking. The level of rent increase 

has been negotiated and extra break clauses added, to our benefit. Horsham does 

account for 44% of all our family mediation referrals and 36% of our overall business. 
 

> Secure Storage — LoknStore is a provider of self storage space in the UK. The 

company rents individual rooms to both business and domestic/household            

customers. They have a storage facility in Blatchford Road, Horsham and 32 other UK 

locations  

Staff there have informed us that if we are able to signpost    

clients to them, they will donate a introduction fee to our    

charity. They are a member of the Safe Storage Association 

(SSA). Other than that, we have no other association with this 

company. You can check out their facilities and prices here:  

https://www.loknstore.co.uk/self-storage/horsham/  
 

> Volunteers’ Week (1st to 7th June) - we always try to give recognition to 

all our wonderful volunteers and are happy to help celebrate their work during the 

above promotional week, organised by the NCVO. 

Please try to keep your diary clear for this           

particular week as WSMS will be holding a          

significant evening event during this period. A     

confirmed date and fuller details will be published 

as soon as we can.  
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We regret to announce the death of one of our   

founding members, Hasu Mehta MBE, who sadly 

passed away on 31st March. Hasu had suffered ill 

health for some time. He was involved in the early 

days of our charity when it was Horsham & District    

Community Mediation Service, became a trustee, 

and remained an ambassador and supporter ever 

since. Nick, our Service Co-ordinator, used to keep in 

touch with him and made occasional visits to his 

home in Pound Hill, Crawley. He will be missed. 

Hasu served the community of Crawley and beyond for many years in various          

capacities — hence his recognition through the awarding of an MBE, recognising his 

contributions to the work of those charitable and welfare organisations.  

An MBE is the third highest ranking Order of the British Empire award, behind CBE 

which is first and then OBE. It stands for Member of the Order of the British Empire 

(as opposed to Commander or Officer). It can also be awarded to someone for     

making a positive impact in their line of work. 

Sad News 

Published with the kind permission of Merrily Harpur (cartoonist) 
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We won’t be publishing full details until the          

programme goes on air (due to a non-disclosure 

agreement) but we had a lot of activity on the 27th 

March when we were host to a film crew from ITV. 

They spent several hours with us and our stars of 

the screen were Robert and Heather, our two family    

mediators. Things were tight in our meeting room 

which meant us having the door open to                 

accommodate the main camera. We hope that we 

will be shown in a good light, despite the best efforts of the editor to make               

‘entertaining ‘viewing. We will publish screening information when we have it.  Our 

apologies to Robert, who was eating a sandwich when we took the photo. It was a 

case of grabbing something to sustain himself, during a gap in filming. Also visible in 

the shot are the Producer, Crew Leader, Production Assistant and Cameraman. 

ITV Filming 

Family Mediation 

Robert Savage has worked tirelessly for the charity, as a        

volunteer family mediators, since 2013. Over the years Robert 

has brought in thousands and pounds for our coffers, which 

has in no small part, helped sustain the charity. 

Robert has notified his intention to retire by May 2021.        

Because of the often drawn out nature of family mediations, 

Robert will have to start a wind down at least 6 months ahead 

of time in order to ‘clear his plate’ and leave with nothing to 

hand over. 

In preparation for Robert’s well deserved final retirement, we would like to know if   

anyone, within our ranks or elsewhere, would wish to train as a family mediator under 

our sponsorship. This is no small undertaking, as our other family mediator, Heather     

Foster will testify. Anyone interested might like to have a conversation with Robert or 

Heather first. An example conversion training course for an existing mediator (with   

National Family Mediation — FMC) involves  4 modules including six classroom days, 

and 40 hours of distant learning. There is then a journey to formal accreditation     

before someone can officially practise. We would then expect your services, at our 

Horsham offices, on at least two days a week. Interested? Call the office. 


