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Thanks to Leslie, one of our newer mediators, an Area Meeting 

has been organised for our volunteer mediators to gather (at 

the Sussex Oak pub in Warnham). It’s not because they are a 

boozy lot! The event provides an opportunity for mediators to 

get to know each other and discuss casework, etc. The pub is 

very pleasant. These type of events used to happen in the past 

but fell by the wayside. We are keen to resurrect them and     

further meetings will be set up in other areas as soon as      

possible. West Sussex is a large county and we have mediators   

located from East Grinstead to the East, to the Hampshire     

borders to the West and from Rudgwick to the North to      

Worthing in the South. 

 

 

Area Meeting 

Ins & Outs 

28 referrals were received in September, up from 22 last year. 

Intergenerational Mediation referrals featured very strongly as 

did Antisocial Behaviour Community cases. 

Horsham was the busiest District (10) followed by Mid Sussex 

(6).  

Statistics for direct Police referrals have just been prepared for 

Quarter 2 of the current financial year, for submission to our 

major funder, the Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner. These 

are collated between the four Sussex Mediation Alliance       

partners across all of Sussex. WSMS accounted for 17 cases 

between July and September. 15 were received in Quarter 1. 

Many related to Antisocial Behaviour. 
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Office Staffing — we are currently  suffering from reduced office 

coverage due to leave and other issues. Nick returned from his 

leave on 23rd October but Christine is off until 26th October due 

to her house move (this may extend). Karen and Diane have been 

juggling hours as best they can. Diane also has a couple of days 

off shortly. We apologise if anyone trying to call the office has had 

difficulties in getting through recently. Normal service will resume. 
 

Grant — Nick has an account with the Yorkshire     

Building Society, and as a member he was entitled to 

nominate WSMS for grant support. It only required the 

filling of a short grant support form. As a result, 

WSMS is to receive a cheque for £700 from YBS. 

Many other banks/building societies provide similar 

schemes through their own trusts/foundations. If you 

know of any such opportunities and are able to nominate us for a donation/grant, 

please feel free to do so. 
 

Diary Dates — With Christmas fast approaching, 

Nick has booked several stall at Christmas        

markets to sell some wares to raise much needed 

funds.  

Do look out for us on the following dates:  

Sat 17th November ( 10am-1pm)  - - - - - - - - - - - - > 

Sat 24th November (1-5pm) -  at Lintot Square, 

Southwater, nr Horsham.   

Sun 3rd December — Carfax, Horsham (details to 

follow). This annual event is run by the Horsham 

Rotary Club with many stalls and attractions for all 

the family. 

 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/join/wsms 

PLEASE JOIN ! 

News 
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Our congratulations go to BHIMS (Brighton & Hove Independent Mediation Service), 

who have just won the ‘Best Mediation Video of 2018’ at the National Mediation 

Awards for their video entitled ‘Tempest’. BHIMS are a very similar charity to ours and 

they primarily cover Brighton & Hove and offer similar mediation services to WSMS. 

The 12 minute film portrays a fictitious neighbourhood dispute. The film is not a     

traditional video that explains mediation; nor is a ‘talking heads’ documentary. 

The film highlights the impact of neighbourhood disputes on local communities and 

how mediation can help resolve conflict.  It shows how differently neighbours can see 

things!   

Tempest is available on-line, and on the BHIMS website as well as integrated into   

police, council and school resources. The film is being marketed through local media, 

film festivals and professional events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BHIMS mediator and film maker Justin Spray produced the film.  It was made thanks 

to a grant received from Sussex Community Foundation and in collaboration with 

Brighton and Hove city Council and Sussex Police.  

The lead actor is John Locke who appeared in the aware winning film about Churchill 

“The Darkest Hour”. 

BHIMS have asked us to initially restrict the use of the video to training and outreach 

work. They have however, provided this link to the video:  

http://www.bhims.org.uk/national-mediation-video-of-the-year-2018/ 

Here is a news article on the film on the Argus website: 

https://www.theargus.co.uk/news/16982813.bitter-disputes-film-wins-award/ 

Congratulations 
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Thanks to all who attended our AGM on 27th September. We had quite a good turn 

out. The Chair of West Sussex County Council was good enough to stand up and 

praise our service and thanked us for the good work we do. Similar came from the   

Mayor of East Grinstead Town Council.  

We also received this follow up letter from Peter Burgess, the Chair of Horsham     

District Council, addressed to our Chair. 

 

 

AGM 
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Halloween or Hallowe’en is now celebrated across the world on the night of 31st    

October. Modern day celebrations generally involve groups of children dressed in 

scary costumes roaming from house to house, demanding “trick-or-treat”. Fearing the 

worst, intimidated householders normally hand over vast amounts of treats in the 

form of chocolates, sweets and candy to avoid whatever dastardly tricks may have 

been dreamt up by these little miscreants. The origins of these celebrations however 

date back thousands of years, to pagan times. 

The origins of Halloween can be traced back to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain. 

Until 2,000 years ago, the Celts lived across the lands we now know as Britain,       

Ireland and northern France. Essentially a farming and agricultural people, the      

Pre-Christian Celtic year was determined by the growing seasons and Samhain 

marked the end of summer and the harvest and the beginning of the dark cold     

winter. The festival symbolised the boundary between the world of the living and the 

world of the dead. 

It was believed by the Celts that on the night of 31st October, ghosts of their dead 

would revisit the mortal world and large bonfires were lit in each village in order to 

ward off any evil spirits that may also be at large. Celtic priests, known as Druids, 

would have led the Samhain celebrations. It would also have been the Druids who  

ensured that the hearth fire of each house was re-lit from the glowing embers of the 

sacred bonfire, in order to help protect the people and keep them warm through the 

forthcoming long, dark winter months. 

The Romans conquered much of the Celtic tribal lands when they invaded from   

mainland Europe in 43 AD, and over the next four hundred years of occupation and 

rule, they appear to have assimilated many of their own celebrations into the existing 

Celtic festivals. One such example may help to explain the current Halloween           

tradition of ‘bobbing’ for apples. The Roman goddess of fruit and trees was known as 

Pomona and her symbol just happened to have been that of the apple. 

Ben Johnson (Historic-UK.com) 

(Trick or Treat didn't originate in the USA, although the name describing the practice 

probably did. It originated in Britain and is referenced in Shakespeare). 

Halloween 


