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This week is Volunteers Week 2017 where we celebrate the 

achievements of volunteers in making a difference within    

charitable organisations. 
 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of all charities and WSMS is no   

exception. Without our volunteers, our charity would simply not 

exist and the many people that we help would still be struggling 

to resolve the problems that bring them to us in the first place.   
 

In the last financial year, despite a slow start, we received a  

record 357 referrals and the current year shows little sign of  

referrals slowing down and we will likely set a new record again 

this year. This shows that our service is much needed and     

increasingly valued across West Sussex and it could not be    

delivered without the dedication and support of our volunteers. 
 

Volunteer Week is also about spreading the message of         

volunteering. If you are reading this, you already know how    

volunteering does not just make a difference to the                 

organisations where volunteers work but also brings great     

personal rewards, so please spread the word. WSMS has    

plenty of opportunities for volunteers whether helping with 

fundraising or training as a mediator at some time in the future. 
 

Finally, then, I would like to give my great personal thanks to all 

the volunteers of WSMS……mediators, office staff and trustees 

alike.  We couldn’t do it without you. 

 

Will Adler 

Chair 

   

Volunteers’ Week 
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> Arty but not farty! - WSMS Mediators, Hazel and Stella, have asked us to 

highlight the above event that they are involved in again this year. Worth a visit. 

Follow this link for further details: http://www.worthingartistsopenhouses.com/    
 

> Waitrose Community Matters —  Waitrose in Worthing have kindly agreed 

to include us in their green token scheme during June 2017.  

If you happen to do any shopping their during the month, please do place your token 

in our tank. The more tokens we collect the greater proportion of  the £1,000 pot of 

money that we can achieve. 
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AGM 

Nick is currently seeking a suitable venue for our            

forthcoming Annual General Meeting which traditionally 

takes place between 20th and 30th September each year.  

Past meetings have been held in The Royal & Sun Alliance, 

Horsham, (2007) Slaugham Manor (2008), Hawth Theatre, 

Crawley (2009), Amberley Museum, (2010), Roffey Park Institute (2011), Worthing 

Town Hall (2012), Civic Hall, Crawley (2013), The Look & Sea Centre, Littlehampton 

(2014), Thomas Eggar offices, Crawley (2015), and Park House, Horsham (2016).  

If you can make any offers or suggestions, or would like to provide sponsorship for 

the event to pay for catering, please pass them on to Nick in the office. 

We are also on the hunt for a suitable guest speaker to follow the formal business. 

Again, please pass any suggestions on to the office — 01403 258900 or                 

info@wsms.org.uk 

Using Networks 

It can be surprising what sort of influence we can have through all our personal    

networks of family, friends, work colleagues, social/club contacts. 

In the past such networks has helped WSMS 

achieve some substantial income with one      

example being one of our Mediators, Dorrie,    

being able to secure several large grants though 

her husband’s previous work, for which we were 

hugely grateful.  

More recently, Nick was speaking to his new 

neighbour who happens to be the Captain of a 

local Golf Club. As a consequence, WSMS has 

been adopted as a their ‘Charity of the Year’ for 

the forthcoming year. He even went to the      

trouble of rescinding a decision to nominate another charity, which was on the cards. 

(We had better not say who that was!)  

If you have any good contacts, in terms of  philanthropists, contacts with celebrities, 

people willing to offer their professional skills, people willing to fundraise for us,    

people able to donate raffle prizes, offer venues for free, etc, etc — please do let the 

office know.  
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> For Sale — We have a few Cowboy Hats left 

over from our Barn Dance in April, so if you could 

use one for a fancy dress event, stag/hen night or 

for another Barn Dance event, do contact the office. 

They are good quality, one size (adult), complete 

with chin strap and yours for only £4.00 each. They 

come in tan or pink colours. 
 

Another item for sale, not directly from us, is a      

rather splendid Recipe Book. It contains 365 

main course recipes from leading UK chefs. 

The book is a 754 page (3.6kg hard back) 

with limited edition slip case that makes the 

perfect gift for yourself, friends or a family 

member. For each book purchased WSMS 

could receive £5. Follow this link: 

https://charitablebookings.org/signature-

dish/about 

 

WSMS has been invited to the launch event for the book which will take place on 

Wednesday 21st June 2017 from 6.30pm to 8.30pm at Hatchards Booksellers,    

Piccadilly, London, W1J 9LE. If you would like to represent us at the function, do get 

in touch with Nick. No doubt a number of well known chefs, will be gracing the venue 

with their presence. 

 

> Sad farewell —  long standing mediator, Paul K, is hanging up 

his mediators boots. Paul joined WSMS in May 2006 and has carried 

out many a case for us since.  

Paul joined us upon his retirement from Worthing Borough Council 

where he served for 30 years. He started in the Treasurer’s           

Department and left in the role of Assistant Director, responsible for 

a range of  services including recycling, street cleansing, refuse    

collection and grounds maintenance. We wish him well in his ‘retirement’.  We have 

offered to organise an informal send off over a drink, or two at a suitable hostelry 

near to Paul’s home on the coast. We will keep you posted if that takes off. 

More News 


