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There was an article in the papers recently (Daily Mail 6/8/13) 

highlighting the results of a survey of adults carried out by 

Swinton Insurance. 

They came up with the top 20 reasons why  problems occur   

between neighbours.  

Mediators will be familiar with most of them! Here is the list: 
 

1. They block my drive. 

2. They park in my space. 

3. Their dog barks all day. 

4. Their garden is a tip. 

5. You can hear them swearing in the garden. 

6. They are always rowing. 

7. They host too many late night parties. 

8. Their cats do their business in my garden. 

9. Their children are loud when in the garden. 

10. I just can’t be bothered to speak to them. 

11. They have let their house go to wrack and ruin. 

12. They light bonfires. 

13. They let their wheelie bins overflow. 

14. Their trees are blocking my light. 

15. Their children constantly kick a ball against my house. 

16. They are always showing off and it winds me up. 

17. Their children peer over my fence all the time. 

18. I just don’t like the look of them. 

19. They got annoyed when I threw a party. 

20. They don’t bring our parcels round when the postman       

        leaves them at theirs. 

Love Thy Neighbour? 

West Sussex Mediation Service 
External Newsletter 



Class of 2013 
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From left to right:  James, Louise, Amanda, Nicola, Lynn, Uschi,  

                     Susanne, Jan, Ruth, David, and Antony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pugh appears courtesy of the Daily Mail  
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Activity 

The weather managed to hold out for the Worthing  Lions 

Charity market on Worthing seafront on Sunday 28th July. 

Nick and Yvonne were kindly supported during the day by 

Heather (and her husband Dudley), Christopher and Bob. 

Jacqui popped by with her children to say hello and spend 

some money! 

In total, the sum of £212.25 was raised on the day and 

we managed to put quite a few people right about        

mediation as opposed to meditation!  

Our cold drinks sold well, so that might be the way forward for future events.  

The end of the day saw a few ‘vultures’ appear — the sorts you find at car boot sales 

wanting something for nothing, despite the fact we were fundraising for a worthy 

cause. 

 

Nick attended the Millenium Hall in Roffey, Horsham on 18th July for a ‘Let’s Crime      

Proof Roffey’ Day.  This was a multiagency event for the local public who might have      

concerns about crime in the area. Partner organisations included Horsham District 

Council, Sussex Police, The Samaritans, Neighbourhood Watch, Youth Services,     

Horsham Wellbeing, Southern Water, Guinness Trust and others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick recently met with Sue Dove and colleagues from the Worthing CVS Fundraising 

Hub. This is a new initiative, involving some newly trained volunteers who will be    

helping out a number of charity serving Worthing Borough in their efforts to seek grant 

funding. WSMS look forward to working alongside them and appreciate the free     

support that they are offering smaller charities in the area. 

AGM on 6.00pm on Thurs. 26th Sept. 2013  

Civic Hall, The Boulevard, Crawley.  

Please RSVP 



Referrals 
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August has been ticking over but not setting the world alight in 

terms of referrals. We received 9 referrals in the first 13 days of the 

month. Topics included— noise, harassment, fence, trees, boundary 

and family. Most were self referred. 

We hope that all our volunteers are enjoying the lovely summer and 

any holidays that they are fortunate enough to be having and expect 

them to be raring to go on their return! 

We now have a fifth leaflet joining our 

portfolio. Again our thanks go to our 

graphic designer, Hilary Bates 

(www.hilarybates.co.uk).  

The latest addition relates to our foray  

into the Family Mediation world. 

Here is how the inside will look. 

The leaflet will be downloadable from our 

website, on our ‘Links’ page, alongside 

our other leaflets and forms. 

Last year 2012/13 we achieved £2,500 

in paid mediations and hope to improve 

greatly on that this year, in order to help 

subsidise our free community work. 

New Leaflet 

Our Mediator, Suzanne was the name drawn out the hat for the prize of a meal out at 

Bill’s Restaurant in Horsham, in a draw during  Volunteers’ Week. This was small     

gesture from us as a ‘Thank You’ to all our volunteers. We thank Bill’s for their support 

in this venture. Here is her report back:-  

“What a lovely evening we had! A friend, Sue her daughter, Neve and my partner, 

Chris went out for an early evening meal just before Neve's 7th birthday. We were all 

well looked after, especially Neve as she was given extra chocolate ice cream! The 

venue is superb and we all enjoyed tasty meals.  Thank you.” 

Message from Suzanne 


